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COVID-19 Update:  
Congregate Care Unified Response Teams  

(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—Ohio Governor Mike DeWine and Dr. Amy Acton, MD, MPH, today 
provided the following updates on Ohio's response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

NEW CONGREGATE CARE UNIFIED RESPONSE TEAMS: 

Governor DeWine announced today the formation of new Congregate Care Unified Response 
Teams to test residents and staff members in Ohio's nursing homes. 

"Nursing facilities have been aggressive regarding testing and managing COVID-19 outbreaks 
on their own, but this effort will provide them with additional resources," said Governor 
DeWine. "As we continue to ramp up our testing in Ohio, we must deploy our resources in a 
way that will save the most lives." 

Beginning this week, the Congregate Care Unified Response Teams, which will include 
medically-trained members of the Ohio National Guard, will begin testing residents and staff 
within nursing homes on two parallel paths:  

• All staff in all Ohio nursing facilities will be tested to help nursing home administrators 
gauge the status of the virus in their facilities and help isolate the virus to stop it from 
infecting their community. 

• Testing will be conducted in facilities where residents or workers have confirmed or 
assumed positive cases. Testing will be conducted on all staff, and the testing of 
residents will be based on a clinically-driven strategy that targets those who have likely 
been exposed to COVID-19.  By testing residents based on their potential interaction 
with a confirmed COVID-19 case, the nursing facility will be better equipped to isolate 
the virus and contain spread within the facility. 

In addition, the Congregate Care Unified Response Teams will begin the testing of all residents 
and staff members in the state’s eight developmental centers to try to limit the spread of 
COVID-19 in congregate care settings.   

CURRENT OHIO DATA: 

There are 33,006 confirmed and probable cases of COVID-19 in Ohio and 2,002 confirmed 
and probable COVID-19 deaths. A total of 5,579 people have been hospitalized, including 
1,450 admissions to intensive care units. In-depth data can be accessed by visiting 
coronavirus.ohio.gov.  

Video of today's full update, including versions with foreign language translation, can be 
viewed on the Ohio Channel's YouTube page.  

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..Vx1mVeUFCuWGuT0HOxrpPpZfsltKyA5Sep0tE09dUvY%2Fbr%2F76746661264-l&data=02%7C01%7Cjill.delgreco%40governor.ohio.gov%7C3708c04004af4459124108d7fdca52a8%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637256917720555352&sdata=8gYE7MCT8Bd10t4vF5ZLFmPL2Eedtj2NN7GUCsEa7UY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..h1TJe2Rq84ivIRoTc5--0CSknD9WOQranOWFs1wqvrg%2Fbr%2F76675249291-l&data=02%7C01%7Cjill.delgreco%40governor.ohio.gov%7C3708c04004af4459124108d7fdca52a8%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637256917720565308&sdata=712%2FUrYIdLl3r%2BMRH0klC8YjCZRPMl28T5qoJ%2FNYeFY%3D&reserved=0
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjYuMjIwMzEzNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2dvdmVybm9yLm9oaW8uZ292L3dwcy9wb3J0YWwvZ292L2dvdmVybm9yLyJ9.KnMNWazdy5-ZgZdVMM_n4KnWYImJYPA5vHi4_A95Ros/br/79107678011-l


For more information on Ohio's response to COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1-
833-4-ASK-ODH. 
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https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..R_ynRHXbSrOH37zaqM5Mauq6VvIT_rMyqLaEQgq9LsA%2Fbr%2F76436228066-l&data=02%7C01%7Cjill.delgreco%40governor.ohio.gov%7C3708c04004af4459124108d7fdca52a8%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637256917720565308&sdata=Dadta6naXXK9lmgVY855z2YZfL9JYHh2dws%2FMkIRgXM%3D&reserved=0

